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Summary Thereareplaces which preserve the eternal recollection of some representative
historical characters, even though they passed away centuries ago. One such character, who
has caused the inhabitants of the Buztu Subcarp
scenariosbout her existence is Lady Neaga, the daughter of a local nobleman and the wife
of prince Mihnea Il. The controversial life and early demise of her husband convinced her
to return to her native land, where she dedicated the rest of her life to helpiogahe
communities and taking care of some family foundations. In spite of the fact that she
passed away at the beginning of th& &é@ntury, she still lives through the local folklore,

her image being always associated with places upon which theréreremrold churches.

This work proposes a historiegéographical approach in order to determine the spatial
extension of the myth of Lady Neaga, using written documents, oral history and
particularly historical maps. At the same time, it tries to delenda truth from the legend

and to give an account of the strong geograpbited aspect of this myth and its five
century persistence.

Introduction

Encountered and studied more in the field of literature thaaniynother domainmyth has been a
staring point in the discovery of the surrounding reality and ineusidnding space beyorits
perceptibledimension The philosophical idea that underligs namely knowledge, caused it to be
applied also to cultural geographical studiesmythical geograpjn Seen asfia frame for the
pragmatic space (Tuan 2002:86), myth is but a-emactment of reality from a certain time and
space. It does not distort reality but use it as a basis upon which it settles multiple realities, enriching
a placeand making it unque. Referringto the spatial myth as fluzzy area of detective knowledge
surrounding the empirical known Tuan draws the attentiarpon themysteriousand attractive side

of the spatial myth that binds the surrounding reality and separates it frathérespatial elements

by authenticity.The imagination of peoplé aroused either by influential historical events or by the
deeds of some personalitiéshas ledthroughout timeto the renderingof some new, uncommon
peculiarities to places, which go lwed thepragmatical The power of imagination creates the spatial
myths;fithe world we live in, our spatial concepts are not merely based on the perception, but also on
the imagination. They are formed as mythical spac@gitin 2007:5). One of the geogrdpe r 6 s
prioritiesi s aways fiirow a bridge betwedhe present and the pastDénsuianu 1966:56);
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without reviving the past, the obstructions imposed by the spatial and temporal isolation cannot be
broken through.

Spatial myths are based upon conspicueusnts; throughout timéhey have spreadnd became
connected with some places inmeay t hat i s, someti mes, beyond p
preserved andiconfer extraordinary symbolic meaning on therfAzryahu and KellermanBarrett

1998:111).

In the Romanian culture, myth has been perceivedaralydonly literarily and filosgphically as

a part of realityby Mircea Eliade, for whont wasbutia r eveal i ng of a primor
established either a structure of reality ohamanbehaviouo (Eliade 1998:12). Withitthe mythical
geographyc onf r ont i n g -alise c @fothd pharacteretinatggeral the myth is almost
inevitable(Mills 2013:707). This is caused by the fact that h e d e anslverguestiodnaires

(Baker 2007)If it h a d lbeéntfor the historical data stored in the archives, finding out abdhsmy

would have been very difficultSince these sources reveal certain aspects of some historical
personalitiesd | ives, ivivalism afreidolores (<gra eidds forim)a t t he
Aindividuals no | onger alairv eno ghld2003 W% Whenthen t i me
biography of a certain historical personality is concise, the ingeniousness of the natives acts as a gap
ligament and some places become more valuahie they stand upon & sy mbol i c keyst
(AzryahuandKellermanBarrett1998:110).

One of these paselatedpersonalitiess Lady Neaga, the wifef prince Mihneaof Wallachia,whose
reputationlingers even todain the Subcarpathian area. Born in a noble fanaisydaughter of Micu

and Ancaa family whofiused to bild churcheas nd dwel |l i ngs, 6écastl esd in
wo o dlerga 1932:209)L a d y N soaiay rank sxplainker being associated with many places

given the fact that she has founded and contributed to the weffaeveralchurchesthough, it is

still difficult to explainwhy the stories that concern hieestow this mythical shape soeme places,

which, historically speakingare not connectedith her. There are certain episodes or place names
which,eé t her 1 n t he oshndratioss,mse sodrequantrthatgheybpchneedeitmotifs.

The purpose of this article is &stablish the real spatiatcurrencef the myth of lady Neaga and to

dissociate between truth and legend, giving an account of its five cergargstencethroughan
old-maplead historiegeographical approacfihis study presents the results of combining old maps

and written source information via GIS for evaluating the foregoing aspects thatawnhave been
analydstrictly usingwritten sources.

Data and methods

The project is one of the first attempts in Romanian historical geography to collect and visualize
spatial information about historical figures who became legendary characters.

In order to achieve the aimed purpose, the creation of a datelithste places related in any way to

Lady Neaga, from the f7century up to the present, appeared as a necessity. Throughout time, there
were many initiatives of giving a chronological account of certain legends and even of establishing
the historicaltruth (lorgulescu 1892, Cocor&986 juraru 2009) but all of them were based
exclusively on textual sources. The present study pays a deep regard to these sources, but it also uses
cartographic representations
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There is litte historical information aboutady Neagabut it is accessible almost entirely via

historical documents, either translated or transliterated and published in collections by researchers of

the Romanian AcademyDocumentgp r i vi nd | st @ocumenta Ramargae Histaricar

by collectors (Grecianu 1913). €myths and legends concerningdly Neaga had been spread in the
Buztu Subcarpathian ar egenturymeing incduded elativetydatinh a | f o]
scientific and literary papers (Odobescu 1874, lorgulescu 1892).

As far as old maps are concerned, the field of data sitiquiis very restricted. Romanian provinces

left behind the informal cartography period at the beginning of the 18th century, when the first
Romanian cartographical and historical and geographical productions emerged. Even sonly was

after the topoaphicalworks in Wallachiamade by the Habsburg Empif&790-1791) that the first

large scale maps of territories populated by Romanians from placest@hd&ransylvania appeared.

The sarcegeographical knowledge, as well as the lack of proper topbgra indications, has led to

the creation of small scale maps by foreign cartographers until the end of'tbertry (seéigure

1). Thus, there was no exceeding of tevel of knowledge imposed syt e war d Cant acuzi I
drawnin 1700, which repesented the main source of inspiration ¢artographersMany of these

maps were created with a geopolitical intention or asu@portfor the wars fought between the
Habsburg, Ottoman and Russian Empires. In reality, until tRecddtury Wallachiadidwbt i nvest &
all in researching and mapping its own territory.
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Figure 1 Frequency and scale improvementillachian mapbsetween 1700 and 1905. Maps with a scale smaller than
1:800000areexcluded. The@nesused in the study are marked with red leisc

Most of the maps used are to be foundelectronic libraries with free accesdready documented

and georeference@BartosElekes et al 2014), some of them being provided with the help of groups

of users within collaborative projects (Crktciun
be easily integrated o a GIS database, being eithewvel sources of primg data (the first three

oneg or basemaps for creating adequatespatial context (the fourth onéee Table 1 and Figure.2)
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Map name Year of survey Scale Original Projection
Milit@arische Karte df1790-1791 ca 1:57 600 | -
¥sterreichische und
(Specht Map

Charta Rom®©ni ei Mer i

1855- 1859 1:57 600 CassiniSoldner
(published 1864)

Army Shooting Plans 1896 1:20 000 LambertCholesky
(Planurile Directoare de Trageje

3rd Military Mapping Survey of Austria 1869- 1887 1:200 000 Polyeder

Hungay (Generalkarte von Mitteleuropa (published 1905)

Table 1. The main maps used in the study

Figure 2 Fragments from the main maps used in the study. A: Specht-Q)780 Szathmari (survey in 1856, published in 1864);
C: Army Shooting Plan (survey in 1896); D% 8ilitary Survey AustreHungarian Map (1905). This map is used only as a
basemap because the time of its survey coincides with the first recordings of the Lady Neaga myth in scientific research.
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The main issuesi that while some legends coincide with specific places that can be accurately
identified, others are spread over larger areas and the toponymical indications are vaguely given.
Anyway, the analysis of the toponymical information from the historical maggther with the
annotations of legends, has led to ¢tketainidentification of ten places. Moreover, the cartographical
background provided help marrowingthe inqury area forfive otherplaces, identified on the field

using microtoponyms anaokal histories In addition to this, other five places, consisting of churches
and monasteries have been found by consultinRtmaniardatabase of worship placd&igure3).

North s
oAlum§ S
\ “
y\
Q .4l
Patarlage %
(' y
vz iu -suB
® Be0 Magura
O Buziy |
Cislau %) PS
Vernesti
L Fantdna Hotilor Gréjdana. {
is3 v
Buda ‘m @ 15U@ \ pd
® ® ..\',0@ 0\1
gt g e ¢ (@)
v Lapos: \ 2 ) Buziu
Cricov $ Is;géa \\
R" TA H \ SiTe IDENTIFICaTION
) S L/ IR 2597 25%
Pietroasele ; .
@ @ using historical maps
Schei o / © from fieldwork only
Tohani
o O using open data
. Frats . L d I
Mizil selected peaks
— rivers
O:_IO k. —— main roads
settlements

Figure 3. General map of the places related to the legend of Lady Neaga.

After having extracted the informatiowlatafrom written sources and from fielbrk was added

(Table 2).Information on the field has been recorded using a GPS receiver. The transfer of the data
was done using MapSource 6.15.11 software. The data were expertggx, then converted as
shapefiles for a better processing, and then reprojected into the Romanian national projection
Stereografic 1970GIS data processing was conducted using Esri ArcGIS 10 and QGIS 2.6.1. Further
cartographic work was done using $clape 0.91.

! The data is available through the Romanian national Government jippaldata.gov.ro/dataset/lacadecult
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Attribute Type Explanation

name string the name of the place as it is used by locals

dating integer the approximate year in which the legend appeared

description string a short description of the legend (registered in wri
sources or ounted by locals)

map presence integer shows if the place was identified using historical maps

Origin string stores the place where Lady Neaga is said to have
from

Table 2. Information collected for each of the places associated withNeaba
Legend age and typology

Historical documents relating to Lady Neaga are low in number and surprisingly modest when it
comes to the amount of information provided. At an unknown date, she married prince Mihnea the
Second, becomintie Lady of Wallchia. The most noteworthy deed realised by the two has been the
restoration of the Aninoasa monastery in 1589, an older foundation of Neaga's parents (Lupu 2011).
Confronted with her husband's infidelity, but especially with the political instabilitypénated with

his conversion to the Muslim religion, Neaga withdrew to her birthplace, where presursiably

sought solace in the churcliNorocel 1988:220 This may however only be vaguely assumed from
remaining documents, which only show a proper adinatisn of the riches inherited frorer

parents and brothers, througiereproperty and gypsy transactions.

The exact year of Lady Neaga's death is unknown. The last written document mentioning her is her
will, written in 1614, in which shdonates everfiingto the Aninoasa monasteflyilitti 1924:13).

We can only presume that Neaga's memory has remained strong durl®j teatury as well, even

getting enriched witlelements of legend, to such an extémaf in 1871, Al. Odobescu curates a fairy

talein which Lady Neaga makes an appearancea &$g and great empress [...] which had castles all

the way over there, in the forests of Cislbtu, w
walls of her palace'(Odobescu 1874). In the same pdriother legends arpicked upas well, and

their immediate publishing amplifies their circulation and fame (lorgulescu 1892).

The origin of the legends is, without a doubt, Aninoasa. The monastery restored by Neaga and
Mihnea continued to serve until tH8" century, when the monastic activity was transferred to
Cisl tu, in a church built i lupuRdl3 Fhedeselictioroetheb i s hop
old monastery was inevitable, and themeof Aninoasa was forgotten, getting replaced by Buda.
Although the connection between the place and Lady Neaga remained alive in the memory of the
locals, the decaying walls of tllaurch andccells were thought in 1892 to Bihe ruins of a fortified

palace". (lorgulescu 892:350).

The considerable territorialpeead of the myth assured different versions throughout the local
conscience, matching the social and political context marked by the constant presence of the ottomans
in the Romaniancountries Refusing to follow her husband and convert tohheslim, Lady Neaga

was forced to hide as to not be caught and enslaved by the Turks. According to the legends, she rarely
settled down in one place. Instead, she appeared to be permanently moving on hidden roads, some of
which haven't been discovered to this dayweein monasteries and strongholds built for the very
purpose of refuge. The most important of these roads is surprisingly one that is still in use: the one
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Matching Lady Neaga's constant travelling, the variations of the myth appear to be shaped by two

maininfluences: Aninoasa and MiZiFigure 5).
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Figure 5 The places from where, according to trewtif Lady Neaga came from.

2 Informer: Priest Pavel Mocanu, BadJanuary 2015.
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At Ci sl tu, @avvalef and atpgpgebothtieiold and young locals know thatady

Neaga came herefromBugla (i n fact, from Aninoasa). Yet , t h
each pl ac,eshe wdéntto l@igate lagaiost tidlage for the murder of one or her gypsies
(lorgulescu 1892)at Ti stu she bui |l t ingdiffeedlttinces, gtiCwoland, ofeofr s h e |
her sons is said teave died and on the place where she buried himhsiltea monastery At Lapd]

Neaga wanted to build another monastery, but could not finish it becalsetdrtars camé

However, the most spread themditise flee from th@urks* (or in other variants, from theaftars).

Having theterrain advantageLady Neaga tried differerdgchenes, asfthe reversed shoeing of the
horse® (at Lapd] Bradu and Ciolanu). Thus, in a glade, south from Lap@lace for strolls in
peaceful time} her pursuersiwould have lost her traif. In the endshemight have beegaught,

since the places linked to this fact are numerous: Bradu,ULapd everPoiana Doamné;j although

her burial place is not mentioned in any legeholavoida similar fate, thelaughterof Lady Neaga

(two, by some versions, or three, by others) have thrown themselvesameth attempting to get rid

of the Turks, or they wee poisoned and thrown by Neaga hePsdlhis kind ofwells arereportedat

Bradu and Lapd(lorgulescul892).

Towards south, without any link with the legends from Aninoasa, Uapd Bradu, there is another

area unknown until this moment in the scientific literature. Although it contains a reduced number of
Neaga places, the region stands lmecause othe largespread of the spatial myth which takes other
forms. The identified places indicate here a road of Lady Neaga, also marked by stone crosses, about
which it is known only that it comes from MiZil On this road, aZidul Doamnei NeagdlLady

Neag® s \ftarh jlchei, she leaves behind another unfinistiegrch,because of th& u r &rrval,

from whom she runs using the same scheme of the reverse horse shoeing. Her route continues
towards nortiwest?, through a rugged pass, which she still blazes a trail, aémg it directly in

stoné? Lady Neaga would have escaped from her pursuers, but she was betrayed by the locals of
i chei, who revealed her real location to Theks. For their viledeed, Lady Neaga cursed the village

of j chei to remain unchanged forevémpr they multiply, but neither they disapp&&r

% Informers: monks from Ciolanu monastery, May, 2012.

* Informer: Paul Neamu, LappJanuary 2015.

® Named Poiana Doamneiccording to the answer given by the teadban llie at the Archeological questionnaire

of Al. Odobescu, on 11 March 187.A.R.,Fond manuscrise, mss. Rom. 224, f. 428.

® Informer: Paul Neamu, LajthJanuary 2015.

" In a new answer from the teacher loan llie, from Februaly 291 8 7 4 | h easking oid peogle abdutahe A
origins of this name | proved that Lady Neaga fled for fear of the Tartars in that glade and getting there, they slayed
her. B.A.R.,Fond nanuscrise, mss. rom. 224, f. 288.

8 B.A.R.Fond manuscrise, msam. 224, f. 428.

® Informer: lon Hel&nu, Buda, January 2015.

Y The link between Lady Neaga and Mizil is not explained in any legend found.

! She was probably heading again towards Aniapakhough the legends fail to mention her destination.

2 |nformer: George Obrejan, Valgaheilor, December 2014.

13 Informers: George Obrejan, Valgeheilor, December 2014, Ecaterina Trandafirescu, Boboci, December 2014.
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Truth or legend

Following the historical sources, it is obvious that, apart from the former monastery of Aninoasa,
Lady Neaga cannot be really linked to any other place related to her, regardlessagé thethe

|l egend span of t he thedradgien@dsigne ® heptheabuilding ofAachurChifs | £ u ,
the transfer of Aninoagas mo n a st i,@&ftercits decay flargulgscu 1892). The confusion
about Lady Neaga arises because one ofsister's sons, Neghi Tt t £ r anheriled thewh o
founding rightsof Aninoasadonategshe monastery along with iestatedothe Buz u D i. @Orcae s e
small portion of the estateearC i s kthe lbishopMetodie, and not Lady Neaga, decided to build a

new church for Aninoasa monastery.

The traditions of other places cannot be confirmed, since the historical sourcesoanplete The

church of Ciolanu monastery, from whasscriptionwe learn thafibeing too oldno inscription has
beenfound abouthe builder or theyear, only from tradition they say that it was built by Lathaga,

the wife of Prince Mihneayear 1590. The placingofthis nscr i pti on hasseverallaken p
times, remaining empty unthe ArchimandriteAnthony thesuperiorof this monastery whavanting

to enlarge it, built the porch in 1864In fact, the monastery had been emptied in the first half of the

18" century, until 1767, when it has been reorganised and repopulated with atdh&snsistencef

Vasile from Poia n a  Mimonadtetny(Lupu 201). Prior to this desolation period, the monastery

was open and it was legally represented bypher, along with various petty boyarsicluding
fiGhinea, nephew of Ciolan who arenamed founders in the documentsofocel 1988. The
frequent appearances in documents of this nephew of Ciolan, lead to the conclusion that Ciolan,
probably a local boyar, was the first founder of the monastery, although therdiisctevidence for

this. The documents of Ciolamlo not mentia not even once Lady Neaga, whasage could not be
associated withthe monastery before the desolation, around 1710. The repopulation with foreign
monks after 1767 has made the memory of the origmalders tabe erased both from the written
documentsof the monastery, who have probably disappeared, as from the local memory. In the
rehabilitation period, under the lead of pridnthony (18321854), the only foundation traditions

were those referring to Lady Neaga, which proves that the appearancenofthéook place in the

period in which the monastery was empty. Through the monks frotarti, the legend passed on to

C e duia and Aluny built or renovated by #m startingwith the second half of the $%entury

(Figure 6.

At Bradu and Tistu, the fortified churches have
who built trem as shelters. In both cases, it is about confusions with other persons named Neaga. The
monastery from Ch e iearedTwas Huit Inthe Y&entuoydvengn it dvassasm p
entrusted to a certain Neagar om Hot L r ani ,represntaticeef the foundets'damilya s t
She therdonatedt in 1593 to theBuz u D i (bupe2814).
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Figure6. The link between historical evidence and local tradition regarding the myth of Lady Neaga

Bradu, which still exist@s a parish churgthas its agin in a wooden church burnt around 1520,
renovated twice, the last one in 163Ugu 201). The votive inting of the actual church contains

the portrait of a certaifNeaga, considered until recently to be Lady Neaga herself (lorgulescu 1892,
Cojocaru B26), although all the othguortraitsrepresen me mber s of t he ,COndes
from the 17" century. Thepossibilitythat themistresgainted to be Lady Neaga is null, since she was

not alive anymore in 1631, when the church was builtpilésese nextt o  Cl®Inogaes in the

votive paintingindicates the fact that she might have belonged to the same family. It would not be out

of question that she might be thadrtain mistresiNeaga, daughter athamberlainP £ t r ujn wh o,
1650, childless, offrs various parts of the estate to Bradu mona$téfpe churchdid not collapse

such as Tistu, and the painting had been repeat
have appear edliboyashavetcdased t€ Qippdreit, or rathadter the disappearance

of their family, in thel8" century.

The other main places, about which the tradition is more thoroughUL&pcuiata and Ulmeasa,

have sheltered small sketes, founded by lboghr families The exact date of th@dindation isnot

known for any of the threebut from documentary mentions, we know that all of them have
confronted a periodf desolation either in the £7(Lapo] or in the 18 century (Cucuiata and

Ulmeasa). The intents of renovations which the faenadr their followers have undergone did not

have a long lasting effect, so that before 1800, they were neglected again. Until the period of 1871

* The donatioris testified by alocument publisheith 2003,D.R.H, B, vol. XXXV, p. 22, doc. 15.
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