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Summary The dudy presents an aspect of Cartographic Heritage associated with the
historical development of Public Health in the central and eastern Mediterranean. The study
covers the period 15th9th century, a time when the Lazzarettos {Pesses) and quarantine

were the only defence against serious infectious diseases and epidemics.The Lazzarettos
identified on maps and topographic plans of towns in different forms as: a) miniatures of
buildings with or without the nalegendfianhcy zar et t oo
imaging of islands used as Lazzarettos. The appearance of Lazzarettos on maps and
topographic drawings helps in the study of quarantine in historical, epidemiological, social
and economic level. lllustrations of Lazzarettos can promotetiatgmaporal identification of

the historical sources. The study highlighted a particular aspect of Cartographic Heritage, in
the context of the study of disease as a cultural phenomenon, setting the need of deeper
cartographic research.

Introduction

The Lazzarettos (Pegtouses) had been a landmark in the development of Public Health. During

the year 1347, Europe was struck by the the Second Pandemic of plague (Black Death). In the
coming centuries, the disease would continue with local outbreaks. Adgosng attack led to the

need for preventive and control measures against the infectious diseases and the epidemic
outbreaks. First, the Venetian Republic realized the political, economic and military importance of
the infectious diseases and the epidemitbreaks. Moreover, the geographical position of
Venetian possessions in the Mediterranean Sea, on the border between East and West, made them
a major gate of entrance for many infectious diseases through the trade and the military
campaigns (Konstantinodi 2009:3943), (AnoyatisPe | ® 2005: 16) . I n this f|
a great interest in preventive medicine and the protection of public health (construction of
lazarettogpesthouses, establishment of welfare institutions and hospitals) (Lotter 190209

The Lazzarettos were a quarantine station for maritime travelers. Every Lazaretto had its director
(Priore), Dottori (physicians) and a sanitary armed garrison (Tiepolo 1979)11(Selmi
1979:2850). Furthermore, several monasteries, hospitals hadtable institutions assisted the

efforts to limit and combat epidemics (Papadéa 1996: 137169). Maritime quarantine was
pioneered by the authorities of the Venetian Republic with the establishment of a Lazzaretto on
the island of Santa Maria di Nazth in 1403 (or 1423) (CIiff 2013:-20). In a long period

without medical knowledge on the nature of the infectious diseases, the Lazzarettos and the
quarantine system all over the world would be the only preventive measures. Except the historical,
demaraphical and epidemiological data an alternative way of study can be a usefool scientific
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tool. The evolution of Lazzarettos over time is reflected in a series of maps and topographic plans
of towns. This fact highlights the importance of Cartographiddge of historical, medical and
social study of quarantine in the development of Preventive Medicine and Public Health.

Historical Sources

Our research has been based on the Archive of Venice (Archivio di Stato di Venezia), the British
Statistical Repds (On the sickness, mortality and invaliding among the troops serving in the
Mediterranean Sea) and a collection of maps and topographic plans of Mediterranean islands and
cities.

Some examples of the Mediterranean Lazzarettos

The old Mediterranean Laarettos identified on maps and topographic plans of towns in different
centuries. The history of the local Lazzarettos follows the regional history. We can divide the data

in three groups: a) mi ni atures of [)oaamesdof ngs w
localities in map legends and c) imaging of islands used as Lazzarettos.

The Lazaretto of Saint Lazarus (San Lazzaro), Crete, Greece

The pesthouses of the Venetian Candia (Crete, Greece) were the Lazaretto of Saint Lazarus and

the Lazarettoof Cape Saint George. The institution is found in Venetian documents under the
names Monasterium Sancti Lazzari, Monasterium infermorum Sancti Lazzari, Ospedal delli
infermi de San Lazzaro, or more broadly San Lazzaro. Located outside the city, intloé thves

gate AChanioportad and the bastion of APant ok
monastery of Saint Lazarus and the Catholic doctrine. According to the geographer
Buondel monti: ADum sic | oqui mur adinusSraspicet um L .
i nguid versus Occi dehThe huilding veas deficted forlthe first eme ih: 7 7
the drawing of Domenico di Este, in 1567 (Stergiotou 2004148). The same building was

depicted again in 1573, in another drawing by dieEMoreover, the building was depicted in
Emanuel e Mormori és map, AAtl ante Mormori o, i n
La citt ™ di Candia in |IFlgueRegno di Candia, Cand
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Figurel . Gi orgi o Corner R

However, the building was not depicted in the Ottoman plans of siege-166%83, thus
advocating the theory that the building had been destroyed by the start of the siege. By contrast,
Ottoman artillery idepicted in place of the Lazaretto, which had been bombarding the bastion of
Pantokrator in the map of Francesco Collignon
1668. Figure2)
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Figure2. Fr ancesco Col | i gn o rssedigaidaTurcha, 1668 Raccalta di Cique pianteitopo@rafiche i a a
della citt”™ di Candia durante | dassedio dei Tu

[37]



e-Perimetron, Vol. 11, No.1,2016[35-46] www.e-perimetron.org | ISSN 1798769

The Lazaretto of Cape St. George (San Zorzi della Punta), Crete, Greece

The Lazzaretto is mentioned in the Venetian documendsnthe names Lazzaretto, Lazzaretto di

San Zorzi della Ponta, Chiesa et hospidale del Lazzaretto di San Zorzi della Ponta, Hospedal di
San Zor zi Acrotiri Ssi ve dadl1Pab: 180109).The lazhiettogfu e st a
St. George is beli@d to have been destroyed in the siege of 1648. Typical cases where the
lazaretto is probably depicted are the drawings Buondelmonti and Dutch Nicolaus Baumann,
ACandiae urbis a turca 16470, along with the
Mallet, in 1652. Figures 3 & 4)
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Figure4 . Ni col aus Baumann, fACandiae urbis a turc.
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Memoranda and blueprints from the time of the siege, where Ottoman artillery positions and
trenches are llistrated, bear the word Lazzaretto, whereas a building complex is also displayed. A
battery was installed in the region around the lazzaretto, whose range included the northeastern
bastion of Sabionnera, as well as the eastern jetty of the port and thedisc Moreover, in

maps dating back to 1645 (Marco Boschini, Il Regno di Candia), 1660, 1666 and @@h3ve

may trace the same building, which supports the view that the lazaretto might not have been
destroyedatfter all (Papadiala 1996: 301307. Figureb)

Figure5. Marco Boschini, Il Regno di Candia, 1645.

Lazzaretto di Corfu (Greece)

During the Venetian era, in Corfu founded the Lazzaretto in the tiny island Saint Demetrius at the
entrance of the harbor. The Venetian model of health manageevent the scientific problems,

was based on stringent but rational rules which had and still have a diachronic value. When the
Venetians lost the lonian Islands (1797), the next rulers, i.e. the French Republicar$713a997

the Russians (1800), the lemml French (1804.815) and the British (1815864), adopted the

same health model (Tsiamis et al 2013:-254). The foundation year is not determined exactly.

The information about the Lazzaretto ofheCor fu
French Consul in the lonian Islands (Saint Sauveur 1807:34). Diachronically, the Lazzaretto is
depicted in different sources sush as the maps of Gerard van Keulen (Nieuwe en seer Naaukeurige
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Kaart vandét EMW14p dobhann@Baptidt Homanid dR@lu Siege de Corfu Terra et
Par Mer 1716), Joachim Ottens (Nova et accurate Geographica Tabula Insulae Corfu Seu
Corcyrae cum confiniis suis. ~1716fridures 6 & 7)
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Figure7. Gerard van Keul en, Ni euwe en seldld Naaukeurige K
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Lazzaretto di Cephalonia (Greece)

The Lazzaretto of Cephalonia was founded in 1705 in the capital of the island, Argostoli. The
Lazzaretto rebuilt in 1791 and reraded at the time of the British Protection of the lonian Islands

in 1841. The location and the facilities of the Lazzaretto are depicted in British maps and drafts of
the Public Record Office (1854 Fifures 8 & 9)

Figure8. The Lazzaretto of Argosidh British map. The Lazzaretto is depicted with a small building with the toponym
Lazareto
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